THE USE OF PICTURES

WOODCUT pictures came into extensive use in Ger-
many during the fourteenth century. Whether they
were first used for saints or sinners is one of the
questions that is not likely to be settled. PLAYING
CARDS entered Europe from Asia by any one of a
dozen trade routes. They were quickly followed by
persons who knew how to make them by taking im-
pressions from a block of wood on which the design
was cut, or else by daubing the figures through a
stencil Both of these methods had long before been
used in China. The same methods were used to pro-
duce pictures of saints, for which a demand was
created by the increasing number of worshippers at
popular shrines. The artisans of the Rhine towns,
as their income increased, took holidays more often
and for longer periods, and the local ecclesiastical
officials contributed to this practice by organizing
pilgrimages to these holy places. The pilgrimages
frequently enrolled a large percentage of the inhab-
itants of a town, who went off together for a trip
whfcli sometimes lasted several days. They became
a characteristic feature of fifteenth-century life, and
Iiad an important social and intellectual, as well as
rd&gioiis* influence upon the people of northern
Europe. Incidentally they led to a larger demand
for the heiligem* or little pictures of saints. This was
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